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(57) ABSTRACT

An information processing apparatus is provided that
includes an obtaining section and a selecting section. The
obtaining section obtains information of first and second
images that each have an overlapped region where the first
image and the second image are overlapped and constitute a
taken image including an image part of a subject by being
connected with each other with the overlapped region as a
reference. The selecting section determines pixels other than
the image part of the subject based on information of a plu-
rality of pixels that belong to the overlapped region of the first
image where the first image is overlapped with the second
image, the information of the plurality of pixels being
included in the obtained information of the first image, and
selects, out of the determined pixels, a connection pixel cor-
responding to a position where the first image and the second
image are connected in the overlapped region.
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INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS,
INFORMATION PROCESSING METHOD,
AND PROGRAM THEREFOR

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present disclosure claims priority to that disclosed in
Japanese Priority Patent Application JP 2010-146666 filed in
the Japan Patent Office on Jun. 28, 2010, the entire content of
which is hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to an information processing
apparatus to which a plurality of images can be connected, an
information processing method, and a program therefor
which are capable of connecting a plurality of images.

In related art, a switching technique for connecting a plu-
rality of images having a physically continuous content is
known, and the technique is used for a panoramic image
taking, a microscopic image taking, or the like. For example,
atemplate matching or the like is performed with respect to an
entire region where a plurality of images are overlapped with
each other. As a result, an offset value for optimizing a mutual
positional relationship of the plurality of images to be con-
nected is calculated. Then, on the basis of the offset value
calculated, the plurality of images are connected.

For example, Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No.
Hei 09-91410 (hereinafter, referred to as Patent Document 1)
discloses a panoramic image synthesis system as follows. A
user specifies a point at which a left image and a right image
that are connected with each other are matched as a user
specified point. A template image which is cut out around the
specified point of the left image is overlapped with a search
range having the center of the specified point of the right
image. In the search range, the position where the template
image is most matched is calculated as a true correspondence
point. On the basis of the correspondence point, a synthesis
parameter for appropriately connecting the left image and the
right image with each other is calculated (see, for example,
paragraphs 0054 to 0071 and FIGS. 10 and 11 in Patent
Document 1).

At the time when the left image and the right image are
synthesized, as shown in FIG. 12 in Patent Document 1, the
left image and the right image which is positioned on the basis
of the synthesis parameter are overlapped with each other. In
the overlapped region of the images, pixel data of the left
image is used for the entire region. That is, a part of the right
image is connected to the entire left image, thereby generat-
ing a synthesis image (see, for example, paragraphs 0072 to
0079 and FIG. 12 in Patent Document 1).

SUMMARY

In the panoramic image synthesis system disclosed in
Patent Document 1, on a boundary of the left image and the
right image in the region where the images are overlapped
with each other, that is, a part corresponding to an end portion
of'the left image, a taken image of a subject may be disposed.
In this case, for example, due to an optical distortion or the
like at the time when the images are taken, the image of the
subject disposed on the boundary is not appropriately con-
nected, and the shape of the image may be distorted.

In view of the above-mentioned circumstances, it is desir-
ableto provide an information processing apparatus, an infor-
mation processing method, and a program therefor which are
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capable of connecting a plurality of images so that a subject is
appropriately represented in a region where the plurality of
images are overlapped with each other.

According to an embodiment, there is provided an infor-
mation processing apparatus including an obtaining section
and a selecting section.

The obtaining section is configured to obtain information
of a first image and information of a second image. The first
image and the second image each have an overlapped region
where the first image and the second image are overlapped
with each other and constitute a taken image including an
image part of a subject by being connected with each other
with the overlapped region as a reference.

The selecting section is configured to determine pixels
other than the image part of the subject based on information
of a plurality of pixels that belong to the overlapped region of
the first image where the first image is overlapped with the
second image, the information of the plurality of pixels being
included in the obtained information of the first image, and
select, out of the pixels determined other than the image part
of'the subject, a connection pixel corresponding to a position
where the first image and the second image are connected in
the overlapped region.

In the information processing apparatus, in the overlapped
region of the first image where the first image is overlapped
with the second image, the pixels other than the image part of
the subject are determined, and from the pixels determined,
the connection pixel corresponding to the position where the
first image and the second image are connected with each
other is selected. Therefore, it is possible to prevent that the
image of the subject is positioned on a boundary between the
first image and second image connected, and the shape of the
image is distorted. As a result, it is possible to connect the first
and second images so that the subject is appropriately repre-
sented in the overlapped region where the first and second
images are overlapped.

The obtaining section may be configured to obtain the
information of the first image and the second image that each
have a plurality of pixels arranged in two axis directions
perpendicular to each other and are connected to each other in
a first direction out of the two axis directions. In this case, the
selecting section may be configured to determine the pixels
other than the image part of the subject based on a variance
value of a luminance signal row for each of pixel rows that are
arranged in a second direction different from the first direc-
tion out of the two axis directions and select the pixel row
having a smallest variance value as the connection pixel.

In the information processing apparatus, the pixels other
than the image part of the subject are determined on the basis
of the variance value of the luminance signal row for each of
the pixel rows, and the pixel row having the smallest variance
value is selected as the connection pixel. For example, a pixel
row having a variance value smaller than a predetermined
value may be determined as the pixels other than the image
part of the subject. Alternatively, the pixel row having the
smallest variance value may be determined as the pixels other
than the image part of the subject.

The obtaining section may be configured to obtain the
information of the first image and the second image that each
have a plurality of pixels arranged in two axis directions
perpendicular to each other and are connected to each other in
a first direction out of the two axis directions. In this case, the
selecting section may be configured to determine the pixels
other than the image part of the subject based on a frequency
component of a luminance signal row for each of pixel rows
that are arranged in a second direction different from the first
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direction out of the two axis directions and select the pixel
row having a smallest high frequency component as the con-
nection pixel.

In the information processing apparatus, the pixels other
than the image part of the subject are determined on the basis
of the frequency component of the luminance signal row for
each of the pixel rows, and the pixel row having the smallest
high frequency component is selected as the connection pixel.
For example, a pixel row having a high frequency component
smaller than a predetermined value may be determined as the
pixels other than the image part of the subject. Alternatively,
the pixel row having the smallest high frequency component
may be determined as the pixels other than the image part of
the subject.

The obtaining section may be configured to obtain the
information of the first image and the second image that each
have a plurality of pixels arranged in two axis directions
perpendicular to each other and are connected to each other in
a first direction out of the two axis directions. In this case, the
information processing apparatus may further include a gen-
erating section configured to generate a plurality of block
images that divide, in the first direction and a second direction
that is different from the first direction out of the two axis
directions, the overlapped region of the first image where the
first image is overlapped with the second image. Further, the
selecting section may be configured to select a plurality of
connection block images along the second direction that are
the block images each having a smallest variance value in the
plurality of block images arranged in the first direction, based
ona variance value of a luminance signal group for each of the
plurality of block images, and select the connection pixel
from pixels that belong to the plurality of connection block
images selected.

In the information processing apparatus, the variance value
of the luminance value for each of the block images is calcu-
lated, and the plurality of connection block images as the
block images having the smallest variance value are selected
along the second direction from the plurality of block images
arranged in the first direction. The pixels that belong to the
connection block images are determined as the pixels other
than the image part of the subject, and the connection pixel is
selected from the pixels that belong to the connection block
images.

According to another embodiment, there is provided an
information processing method executed by an information
processing apparatus as follows.

That is, the information processing apparatus obtains infor-
mation of a first image and information of a second image.
The firstimage and the second image each have an overlapped
region where the first image and the second image are over-
lapped with each other and constitute a taken image including
an image part of a subject by being connected with each other
with the overlapped region as a reference.

Pixels other than the image part of the subject are deter-
mined based on information of a plurality of pixels that
belong to the overlapped region of the first image where the
first image is overlapped with the second image, the informa-
tion of the plurality of pixels being included in the obtained
information of the first image, and out of the pixels deter-
mined other than the image part of the subject, a connection
pixel corresponding to a position where the first image and the
second image are connected in the overlapped region is
selected.

According to another embodiment, there is provided a
program that causes an information processing apparatus to
execute the aforementioned information processing method.
The program may be recorded in a recording medium.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

As described above, according to the embodiments, it is
possible to connect the plurality of images so that the subject
is represented appropriately in the region where the plurality
of' images are overlapped with each other.

These and other objects, features and advantages of the
present disclosure will become more apparent in light of the
following detailed description of best mode embodiments
thereof, as illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the structure of an
information processing system including at least an informa-
tion processing apparatus according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a software block diagram for processing of' a PC
according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing the outline of the processing
of the PC shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing a connection image
and a base image which are subjected to a stitching process by
the PC shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram showing the connection
image and the base image which are subjected to a stitching
process by the PC shown in FIG. 1;

FIGS. 6A, 6B and 6C are diagrams for explaining a match-
ing process of a comparison block image and the base image
by the PC shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing the comparison
block diagram and the base image which have been subjected
to the matching process by the PC shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing the outline of a boundary
detection process by the PC shown in FIG. 1;

FIGS. 9A and 9B are diagrams for explaining the boundary
detection process by the PC shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram showing the comparison
block diagram and the base image which have been subjected
to the matching process by the PC shown in FIG. 1;

FIGS. 11A and 11B are diagrams for explaining a connec-
tion process of the base image and the connection image by
the PC shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 12 is a flowchart showing the outline of processing of
a PC according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing the outline of processing of
a PC according to a third embodiment;

FIG. 14 is a diagram for explaining an in-block variance
value calculation process in the flowchart shown in FIG. 13;
and

FIGS. 15A and 15B are diagrams for explaining an in-
block variance value calculation process in the flowchart
shown in FIG. 13.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, an embodiment will be described with refer-
ence to the drawings.

First Embodiment
Structure of Information Processing Apparatus

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the structure of an
information processing system including at least an informa-
tion processing apparatus according to a first embodiment. As
the information processing apparatus, for example a PC (per-
sonal computer) 100 is used.

The PC 100 is provided with a CPU (central processing
unit) 101, a ROM (read only memory) 102, a RAM (random
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access memory) 103, an input and output interface 105, and a
bus 104 by which those components are connected with each
other.

To the input and output interface 105, a display unit 106, an
input unit 107, a storage unit 108, a communication unit 109,
a drive unit 110, and the like are connected.

The display unit 106 is a display device using liquid crystal,
an EL (electro-luminescence), a CRT (cathode ray tube), or
the like.

The input unit 107 is an operation apparatus such as a
pointing device, a keyboard, and a touch panel. In the case
where the input unit 107 includes a touch panel, the touch
panel can be integrated with the display unit 106.

The storage unit 108 is a non-volatile storage device, and is
for example, an HDD (hard disk drive), a flash memory, or
another solid-state memory.

The drive unit 110 is a device which is capable of driving a
removable recording medium 111 such as an optical record-
ing medium, a floppy (registered trademark) disk, a magnetic
recording tape, and a flash memory. In contrast, the storage
unit 108 is used as a device which is mounted on the PC 100
in advance and mainly drives a non-removable recording
medium in many cases.

The communication unit 109 is, for example, a modem, a
router, or another communication apparatus for communicat-
ing with another device, which is connectable to a LAN (local
area network), a WAN (wide area network), or the like. The
communication unit 109 may perform wire or wireless com-
munication. The communication unit 109 is often used sepa-
rately from the PC 100.

(Operation of Information Processing Apparatus)

The operation of the PC 100 of this embodiment will be
described. FIG. 2 is a software block diagram for processing
of'the PC 100. FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing the outline of the
processing of the PC 100.

The following processing of the PC 100 is achieved in
cooperation with software stored in the storage unit 108, the
ROM 102, or the like and a hardware resource of the PC 100.
Specifically, the CPU 101 loads and executes programs that
constitute the software and are stored in the storage unit 108,
the ROM 102, or the like, thereby achieving the following
processing.

That is, the PC 100 according to this embodiment functions
as an image input unit 1, an image cutout unit 2, a connection
position detection unit 3, a boundary detection unit 4, an
image connection unit (stitch process unit) 5, and a file output
unit 6, which are shown in FIG. 2. The PC 100 performs the
steps shown in the flowchart of FIG. 3.

To the image input unit 1 as an obtaining section, informa-
tion of a connection image as a first image connected by the
stitching process and information of a base image as a second
image are input. In this embodiment, the information of the
base image and the connection image that have been sub-
jected to a development process is input to the image input
unit 1. FIGS. 4 and 5 are schematic diagrams showing the
connection image and the base image. It should be noted that
in this embodiment, out of an X-axis direction (horizontal
axis) and a Y-axis direction (vertical axis), which are two axis
directions perpendicular to each other, the connection in the
X-axis direction is described as an example for ease of expla-
nation.

A base image 7 and a connection image 8 according to this
embodiment are taken by an image pickup apparatus capable
of'taking an image ofa subject which is obtained by an optical
microscope (not shown), for example. As the subject, a living
body cell which is fluorescently stained is used. Therefore, as
shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the base image 7 and the connection
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image 8 include a cell fluorescence image 10 and a nucleus
fluorescence image 11 in the cell as an image part 9 of the
subject.

The base image 7 is taken, a stage of the optical microscope
is moved, and the connection image 8 is taken. At this time, by
controlling the movement of the stage, as shown in F1G. 4, the
images 7 and 8 are taken so as to have allowance regions 12
and 13 for the stitching process, respectively.

By using the allowance regions 12 and 13, an overlapped
region 14 where the base image 7 and the connection image 8
are overlapped with each other is determined, and as shown in
FIG. 5, the base image 7 and the connection image 8 are
connected with the overlapped region 14 being as a reference.
Then, a taken image 15 including the image part 9 (cell
fluorescence image 10 and nucleus fluorescence image 11) of
the subject is formed.

The sizes of the base image 7 and the connection image 8
are determined on the basis of the magnification of an optical
system of the optical microscope, the size of an image sensor
of'the image pickup apparatus, or the like. That is, the value of
a size xShot of the base image 7 and the connection image 8
shown in FIG. 4 in the X-axis direction is mainly determined
on the basis of a hardware factor. The base image 7 and the
connection image 8 of this embodiment have a plurality of
pixels (not shown) which are arranged in the X-axis direction
and the Y-axis direction, which are the two-axis directions
perpendicular to each other. Further, the size of each of the
base image 7 and the connection image 8 is S0x50 (Kpixel) or
40x60 (Kpixel). However, the size of the base image 7 and the
connection image 8 is not limited to those.

The value of a size XL of each of the allowance region 12 of
the base image 7 and the allowance region 13 of the connec-
tion image 8 in the X-axis direction is determined within such
a range that the stitching process can be performed on the
basis of the features of the base image 7 and the connection
image 8. The value of the size xLL of each of the allowance
regions 12 and 13 in the X-axis direction is set to approxi-
mately 5% to 20% of the value of the size xShot of the base
image 7 and the connection image 8 in the X-axis direction,
for example.

At the time when the base image 7 and the connection
image 8 are taken, due to a mechanical factor such as a
movement error of the stage, an error may be caused in a
relative positional relationship between the base image 7 and
the connection image 8. For this reason, in the case where the
base image 7 and the connection image 8 are positioned in the
X-axis direction, a variation xa based on the error has to be
considered. In this embodiment, the value of approximately
5% of the size xLL of the allowance regions 12 and 13 is
thought as the variation xa.

The information of the base image 7 and the connection
image 8 which is input to the image input unit 1 is output to the
image cutout unit 2.

The image cutoutunit 2 cuts out the image of the allowance
region 13 of the connection image 8 as a comparison block
image 16 (see, FIGS. 6 A and 6B) (Step 101 of FIG. 3). As the
comparison block image 16, a region larger or smaller than
the allowance region 13 may be cut out. The information of
the comparison block image 16 is output to the connection
position detection unit 3 and the boundary detection unit 4.

The connection position detection unit 3 performs a match-
ing process of the comparison block image 16 and the base
image 7, and a coordinate at which an optimal matching is
obtained is calculated. FIGS. 6A, 6B, 6C and 7 are diagrams
for explaining the matching process.

An initial setting of a comparison position of the compari-
son block image 16 and the base image 7 is performed (Step
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102 of FIG. 3). The position of the initial setting in this
embodiment is a position, the X coordinate of which is (xShot-
xL—xa), as shown in FIG. 6A. It should be noted that in this
embodiment, the coordinate is set with an end point O at the
upper left of the base image 7 as a reference.

At the position of the initial setting shown in FIG. 6A, the
matching process of the comparison block image 16 and the
base image 7 is performed (Step 103). The matching process
is carried out by calculating a luminance value for each pixel
in a region where the comparison block image 16 and the base
image 7 are overlapped with each other and calculating an
autocorrelation coefficient on the basis of the luminance
value calculated, for example. Alternatively, the matching
process may be carried out by calculating a square of a dif-
ference of the luminance values for each pixel in the over-
lapped region. In addition, it is possible to use various algor-
isms used for an image pattern matching.

It is judged whether or not an offset of the comparison
position reaches a position, the x coordinate of which is
(xShot-xL+xa) (Step 104). In the case where the offset pro-
cess of the comparison position is not completed, the com-
parison position is offset to the right side by the unit of one
pixel or the unit of a plurality of pixels for the purpose of
speedup of the process (Step 105). That is, as shown in FIGS.
6A to 6C, the comparison block image 16 and the base image
7 are subjected to the matching process within the range of the
x coordinate of (xShot-x[L.—xa to xShot-xL+xa.). As a result,
as shown in FIG. 7, an offset coordinate xj, at which the
autocorrelation coefficient is highest on the base image 7, is
calculated as a position which is appropriate for natural con-
nection of the base image 7 and the connection image 8. The
overlapped region 14 of the base image 7 and the connection
image 8 shown in FIG. 5 corresponds to the region where the
base image 7 and the connection image 8 are overlapped with
each other in the case where the connection image 8 is dis-
posed at the position of the offset coordinate xj. Therefore, in
the case where the offset coordinate xj coincides with the
coordinate (xShot-xL), the allowance regions 12 and 13 cor-
respond to the overlapped region 14. The information of the
offset coordinate xj is output to the boundary detection unit 4
as connection position information.

The boundary detection unit 4 detects connection pixels
corresponding to the position on which the base image 7 and
the connection image 8 are connected with each other in the
overlapped region 14 where the images 7 and 8 are over-
lapped with each other (Step 106). That is, the connection
pixels are pixels which are located on the boundary of the base
image 7 and the connection image 8.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing the outline of a boundary
detection process by the PC 100. FIGS. 9A and 9B are dia-
grams for explaining the boundary detection process.

A detection target position xB in the comparison block
image 16 is set (Step 111). In this embodiment, as a position
of an initial setting of a detection target, a position 17 at the
left corner of the comparison block image 16 shown in FIGS.
9A and 9B is used, and the position is expressed as xB=0.

A luminance signal row of a pixel row 18, which is
extended in the Y-axis direction, at the position xB=0 of the
initial setting of the detection target position is obtained (Step
112). It should be noted that, for the luminance signal row of
the pixel row 18, the luminance value of the comparison block
image 16 which is obtained for the matching process per-
formed by the connection position detection unit 3 may be
used.

A variance value of the luminance signal row of the pixel
row 18 of the detection target position xB=0 is calculated
(Step 113). It is judged whether the calculation of the lumi-
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nance signal row is terminated or not within the range of
xB=0to xL as a detection target range (Step 114). In the case
where it is judged that the calculation of the luminance signal
row is not terminated in the detection target range (No in Step
114), the detection target position xB is offset to the right side
by one pixel (Step 115).

That is, as shown in FIG. 9A, in the comparison block
image 16, the luminance signal row is obtained for each pixel
row 18 which is extended in the Y-axis direction, and the
variance value of the luminance signal row is calculated for
each pixel row 18. In the case where it is judged that the
calculation of the luminance signal row is terminated within
the detection target range (Yes in Step 114), a pixel row 18
having a smallest variance value is selected as connection
pixels 19 as shown in FIG. 9B, and the boundary detection
process is terminated. Thus, the boundary detection unit 4
functions as a selecting section. The positional information of
the selected connection pixels 19 (pixel row 18) is output, as
boundary information, to the image connection unit (stitch
process unit) 5 with the connection position information out-
put from the connection position detection unit 3.

The variance value of the luminance signal row indicates
the degree of spreading out of the luminance values of the
pixels in the pixel row 18 from the average value of the
luminance signal row. Therefore, in the case where the image
part 9 of the subject is positioned on the pixel row 18, the
variance value becomes large, and in the case where the image
part 9 of the subject is not positioned thereon, the variance
value becomes small. Thus, it can be determined that the
image part 9 of the subject is not positioned on the pixel row
18 having the smallest variance value. That is, the pixel row
18 having the smallest variance value can be determined to be
a pixel row other than the image part 9 of the subject.

Alternatively, a threshold value is predetermined, and the
pixel row 18 having a variance value smaller than the prede-
termined threshold value may be determined to be the pixel
row other than the image part 9 of the subject. Then, out ofthe
pixel rows 18 determined to be the pixel row other than the
image part 9 of the subject, one of the pixel rows 18 may be
selected as the connection pixels 19.

For example, in some cases, as shown in FIG. 10, the offset
coordinate xj at which the base image 7 and the comparison
block image 16 are subjected to the appropriate matching and
which is detected by the connection position detection unit 3
may be larger than (xShot-xL). In this case, a right end part 20
of the comparison block image 16 is not included in the
overlapped region 14 where the base image 7 and the connec-
tion image 8 are overlapped with each other. Therefore, the
connection pixels 19 are selected from the overlapped region
14 of the images 7 and 8 except the right end part 20 of the
comparison block image 16. In Step 114 shown in FIG. 8, the
detection target range may be set in the overlapped region 14
except the right end part 20 of the comparison block image 16,
and in the overlapped region 14, the luminance signal row for
each pixel row 18 may be obtained. Alternatively, the lumi-
nance signal row may be obtained from the entire comparison
block image 16, and the overlapped region 14 may be setas a
selectable range when the connection pixels 19 are selected.

The image connection unit (stitch process unit) 5 synthe-
sizes the base image 7 and the connection image 8 on the basis
of the connection position information and the boundary
information which are output by the boundary detection unit
4. FIGS. 11A and 11B are diagrams for explaining the con-
nection process of the base image 7 and the connection image
8.

As shown in FIG. 11A, the right end portion of the base
image 7 is cut with the connection pixels 19 being the bound-
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ary (Step 107 of FIG. 3). The part to be cut is a right-side part
including the pixel row corresponding to the position of a
coordinate (xj+xB). With the connection pixels 19 as the
boundary, the left end part of the connection image 8 is cut
(Step 108). The part to be cut is a part on the left side of the
pixel row corresponding to the position of the coordinate xB
with the left end of the connection image 8 being as a refer-
ence. Alternatively, a part on the right side of the pixel row
corresponding to the position of a coordinate (xj+xB) of the
base image 7 may be cut, and a left-side part including the
pixel row corresponding to the position of the coordinate xB
of the connection image 8 may be cut. That is, as the infor-
mation of the connection pixel 19, the information of the base
image 7 may be used, or the information of the connection
image 8 may be used.

As shown in FIG. 11B, the cut base image 7 and connection
image 8 are synthesized so as to be connected, thereby gen-
erating one taken image 15 including the image part 9 of the
subject (Step 109). As shown in FIG. 11B, in the connection
pixels 19 as the boundary between the base image 7 and the
connection image 8, the image part 9 of the subject is not
located. Therefore, it is possible to prevent an inappropriate
connection of the image part 9 of the subject on the boundary
between the base image 7 and the connection image 8 and a
distortion of the shape of the image part 9. As a result, the
images 7 and 8 can be connected so that the subject is repre-
sented appropriately in the overlapped region 14 where the
base image 7 and the connection image 8 are overlapped with
each other.

For example, in the case where the cell fluorescence image
10 as the subject is located on the connection pixels 19 as the
boundary between the base image 7 and the connection image
8, the shape of the fluorescence image 10 may be distorted,
and the fluorescence image 11 of the nucleus included in the
cell may be erased, or two fluorescence images 11 may be
represented although only one nucleus exists actually. This
may cause a problem in an observation in a cell culture
experiment, and a misdiagnosis may be caused when a cell is
diagnosed in the pathological field, for example. In the case
where the sizes of the base image 7 and the connection image
8 are large, and the sizes of the allowance regions 12 and 13
of'the images 7 and 8 are large, the aforementioned problem
is likely to arise.

In the stitching process of the base image 7 and the con-
nection image 8 according to this embodiment, however, as
shown in FIG. 11B, the connection pixels 19 as the boundary
between the base image 7 and the connection image 8 are set
in the position where the cell fluorescence image 10 is not
located. As aresult, the cell fluorescence image 10 and the cell
nucleus fluorescence image 11 are represented appropriately,
and the aforementioned problem can be prevented. In addi-
tion, it is possible to make the boundary between the base
image 7 and the connection image 8 less obvious, so the taken
image 15 can be generated with high accuracy.

By the file output unit 6, the data of the taken image 15 as
the synthesis image generated by the image connection unit
(stitch process unit) 5 is converted into a format which is
easily dealt with by a user and is stored in the storage unit 108
or the like of the PC 100.

Second Embodiment

A description will be given on an information processing
apparatus according to a second embodiment while using a
PC as an example. In the following, the description of the
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structure and action that are the same as those of the PC 100
described in the first embodiment will be omitted or simpli-
fied.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart showing the outline of the processing
of'a PC according to this embodiment. Steps except Step 213
shown in FIG. 12 are the same as Steps except Step 113 shown
in FIG. 8 described in the first embodiment.

In the first embodiment, in Step 113 shown in FIG. 8, the
variance value of the luminance signal row is calculated for
each pixel row in the comparison block image. On the other
hand, in this embodiment, in Step 213 of FIG. 12, a frequency
component of the luminance signal row is calculated for each
pixel row in the comparison block image. Further, a pixel row
having a smallest high frequency component is selected as the
connection pixels. As the high frequency component, an
intensity of a predetermined frequency component may be
calculated, or the summation of intensities of the predeter-
mined frequency component or more may be used, for
example.

Inthe case where an image part of'a subject is located in the
pixel row in the comparison block image, the high frequency
component becomes larger, and in the case where the image
part of the subject is not located therein, the high frequency
component thereof becomes smaller. Thus, it is possible to
determine that the pixel row having the smallest high fre-
quency component is the row of pixels other than the image
part of the subject.

Alternatively, a threshold value is predetermined, the pixel
row having a high frequency component that is smaller than
the threshold value may be determined as the row of the pixels
other than the image part of the subject. Further, out of the
pixel rows determined as the rows of the pixels other than the
image part of the subject, any of the pixel rows may be
selected as the connection pixels.

As a parameter used at the time of the selection of the
connection pixels, an average value of the luminance signal
row of the pixel row in the comparison block image may be
used. Further, the degree of a so-called dynamic range, which
is a difference between a maximum luminance value and a
minimum luminance value in the luminance signal row, may
be used. Alternatively, at the time when the connection image
is taken, a position of the image part of the subject is detected
on the basis of the luminance value of each pixel, and the
position information may be used, for example.

In addition, on the basis of not each of the luminance
signals of the pixels which belong to the comparison block
image but color information of each of the pixels, the con-
nection pixels may be selected. For example, a variance value
or the like of wavelength components of colors represented
by the pixels may be used.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing the outline of the processing
of'a PC according to this embodiment. FIGS. 14 and 15 are
diagrams for explaining an in-block variance value calcula-
tion process in the flowchart shown in FIG. 13.

In the PC of this embodiment, a connection pixel 319 is
selected as follows. First, as shown in FIG. 14, a plurality of
division block images 321 are generated as block images for
dividing a comparison block image 316 in the X-axis direc-
tion and the Y-axis direction. The process for segmentalizing
the comparison block image 316 may be carried out by the
connection position detection unit 3 shown in FIG. 2. Alter-
natively, blocks for the segmentalizing process may be inde-
pendently provided. It should be noted that the size of the
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division block image 321 and the number of division block
images 321 may be set as appropriate.

The position of the division block image 321 as a detection
target is set (Step 311). In this embodiment, a position P of the
division block image 321 that is located at the upper left of the
comparison block image 316 is determined as a position in an
initial setting.

A luminance signal group as a set of luminance signals of
pixels in the division block image 321 is obtained (Step 312),
and the variance value of the luminance signal group is cal-
culated (Step 313). It is judged whether or not the calculation
of'the variance value is terminated in a detection target range,
that is, whether or not the variance value of the luminance
signal group is calculated for all the division block images
321 (Step 314). In the case where it is judged that the variance
value of the luminance signal group is not calculated for all
the division block image 321 (No in Step 314), the division
block image 321, the variance value of which is not calcu-
lated, is calculated as the next detection target position (Step
315).

The detection target position offset process of Step 315
may be performed for the images on a continuous line, for
example. Alternatively, the variance values of the division
block images 321 may be sequentially calculated in the
X-axis direction, then the detection position may be offset in
the Y-axis direction, and the variance values of the division
block images 321 may be sequentially calculated in the
X-axis direction again.

Upon completion of the calculation of the variance values
for all the division block images 321, pixels other than the
image part of the subject are determined on the basis of the
variance values of the division block images 321, and the
connection pixels 319 are selected from the pixels. With
reference to FIGS. 15A and 15B, an example of a method for
selecting the connection pixels 319 will be described.

The comparison block image 316 shown in FIGS. 15A and
15B is divided by the plurality of division block images 321,
which are arranged in three blocks in the X-axis direction and
in thirteen blocks in the Y-axis direction. Out of the division
block images 321 arranged in three blocks in the X-axis
direction among the images, the division block image 321
having the smallest variance value is selected as a connection
block image 322. Thirteen connection block images 322 are
selected along the Y-axis direction. In FIGS. 15A and 15B, the
selected connection block images 322 are distinctively
shown.

In this embodiment, the pixels that belong to the connec-
tion block images 322 are determined as pixels other than the
image part of the subject, and the connection pixels 319 are
selected from the pixels that belong to the connection block
images 322. For example, as shown in FIG. 15A, the centers
of the connection block images 322 are connected with
straight lines, and the pixels located on the straight lines may
be selected as the connection pixels 319. Alternatively, the
pixels which are nearest from the straight lines may be
selected as the connection pixels 319.

Further, as shown in FIG. 15B, the pixel rows which are
located on the left end of each of the connection block images
322 and are extended in the X-axis direction may be selected
as the connection pixels 319. The pixel rows which are
located on the right end of each of the connection block
images 322 may be selected as the connection pixels 319.

In addition, the method for selecting the connection pixels
319 may be selected as appropriate within such a range that
the image part of the subject is not located. By selecting the
connection pixels 319 on the basis of the variance values of
the division block images 321 as described above, it is pos-
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sible to select the connection pixels 319 not in a straight line
manner but in a curved line manner (broken line manner)
along the X-axis direction. As a result, it is possible to set the
connection pixels 319 as the boundary between the base
image and the connection image at the positions where the
image part of the subject is not located while flexibly respond-
ing to the positions of the image part of the subject.

In addition to the observation, the diagnosis, or the like of
the cell, the stitching process by the information processing
apparatus according to each of the above embodiments is
applicable to a system or the like that digitizes an image of a
cell, a tissue, an organ, or the like of a living body which is
obtained by an optical microscope, and on the basis of the
digitized image, a doctor, a pathologist, or the like examines
the tissue or the like or diagnoses a patient in a field of the
medicine, the pathology, or the like. Further, in addition to the
image obtained with the use of the optical microscope, to
other digital images, the stitch process according to the above
embodiments is applicable.

Fourth Embodiment

The present disclosure is not limited to the above embodi-
ments, and various other embodiments can be adopted.

In the above embodiments, the description is given on the
case where the base image and the connection image are
connected in the X-axis direction out of the X-axis and Y-axis
directions, which are the two axis directions perpendicular to
each other as an example. However, even in the case where the
base image and the connection image are connected in the
Y-axis direction, the processes as described above can be
used.

In the above embodiments, the connection position detec-
tion unit calculates the offset coordinate xj at which the base
image and the comparison block image are subjected to the
appropriate matching. However, the base image and the com-
parison block image may be subjected to the matching pro-
cess also in the Y-axis direction, and offset coordinates (xj, yj)
in the X-axis direction and in the Y-axis direction may be
calculated. Also in this case, in a region where the connection
image is overlapped with the base image, pixels other than an
image part of a subject are determined, and connection pixels
may be selected from the pixels thus determined.

For example, an overlapped region determined on the basis
of the offset coordinates (xj, yj) may be set as a detection
target range, the variance values of the luminance signal row
for each pixel row may be calculated within the range, and on
the basis of the variance values, the connection pixels may be
selected. Alternatively, the variance values of the luminance
signal row may be calculated for an entire comparison block
image, and the overlapped region determined by the offset
coordinates (Xj, yj) may be setas a selectable range at the time
when the connection pixels are selected on the basis of the
variance values.

Inthe above embodiments, the PC is used as an example of
the information processing apparatus. However, a scanner
apparatus or the like having a function of an optical micro-
scope may be used as the information processing apparatus
according to this embodiment, and the stitching process
according to the above embodiments may be performed by
the scanner apparatus.

The algorism described in the above embodiments is an
example, and any algorism can be used as long as the identity
of the purpose in the respective processing units shown in
FIG. 2 is maintained.

It should be understood that various changes and modifi-
cations to the presently preferred embodiments described
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herein will be apparent to those skilled in the art. Such
changes and modifications can be made without departing
from the spirit and scope of the present subject matter and
without diminishing its intended advantages. It is therefore
intended that such changes and modifications be covered by
the appended claims.

The invention is claimed as follows:

1. An information processing apparatus for connecting a

plurality of images, comprising:

an obtaining section configured to obtain information of a
base image and information of a connection image that
each have a plurality of pixels arranged in two axis
directions perpendicular to each other and are connected
to each other in a first direction out of the two axis
directions, the connection image and the base image
each having an overlapped region where the connection
and the base images are overlapped with each other and
constituting a taken image including an image part of a
subject by being connected with each other with the
overlapped region as a reference;

a selecting section configured to determine pixels other
than the image part of the subject based on a luminance
variance value of a luminance signal row for each of
pixel rows that are arranged in a second direction out of
the two axis directions, a pixel row having a luminance
variance value smaller than a predetermined value being
determined as the pixels other than the image part of the
subject, and from the pixels determined, select a pixel
row having a smallest luminance variance value as con-
nection pixels corresponding to a position where the
base image and the connection image are connected with
each other in the overlapped region; and

image connection section configured to connect the base
image and the connection image with the connection
pixels being a boundary between the base image and
connection image to generate the taken image including
the image part of the subject.

2. The information processing apparatus according to

claim 1, wherein further comprising

a generating section configured to generate a plurality of
block images that divide, in the first direction and a
second direction that is different from the first direction
out of the two axis directions, the overlapped region of
the connection image where the connection image is
overlapped with the base image, wherein

the selecting section is configured to select a plurality of
connection block images along the second direction that
are the block images each having a smallest luminance
variance value in the plurality of block images arranged
in the first direction, based on a luminance variance
value of a luminance signal group for each of the plural-
ity of block images, and select the connection pixels
from pixels that belong to the plurality of connection
block images selected.

3. An information processing apparatus for connecting a

plurality of images, comprising:

an obtaining section configured to obtain information of a
base image and information of a connection image that
each have a plurality of pixels arranged in two axis
directions perpendicular to each other and are connected
to each other in a first direction out of the two axis
directions, the connection image and the base image
each having an overlapped region where the connection
and the base images are overlapped with each other and
constituting a taken image including an image part of a
subject by being connected with each other with the
overlapped region as a reference;
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a selecting section configured to determine pixels other

than the image part of the subject based on a frequency
component of a luminance signal row for each of pixel
rows that are arranged in a second direction out of the
two axis directions, and from the pixels determined,
select a pixel row having a smallest high frequency
component as connection pixels corresponding to a
position where the base image and the connection image
are connected with each other in the overlapped region;
and

image connection section configured to connect the base

image and the connection image with the connection
pixels being a boundary between the base image and
connection image to generate the taken image including
the image part of the subject.

4. A non-transitory computer-readable medium containing
a computer program product for connecting a plurality of
images that when executed by a processor causes an informa-
tion processing apparatus to execute

obtaining information of a first image and information of a

second image that each have a plurality of pixels
arranged in two axis directions perpendicular to each
other and are connected to each other in a first direction
out of the two axis directions, the first image and the
second image each having an overlapped region where
the first image and the second image are overlapped with
each other and constituting a taken image including an
image part of a subject by being connected with each
other with the overlapped region as a reference;

determining pixels other than the image part of the subject

based on information of a plurality of pixels that belong
to the overlapped region of the first image where the first
image is overlapped with the second image, the infor-
mation of the plurality of pixels being included in the
obtained information of the first image, and selecting,
out of the pixels determined other than the image part of
the subject, connection pixels corresponding to a posi-
tion where the first image and the second image are
connected in the overlapped region, wherein the deter-
mining the pixels other than the image part of the subject
is based on a frequency component of a luminance signal
row for each of pixel rows that are arranged in a second
direction different from the first direction out of the two
axis directions to select the pixel row having a smallest
high frequency component as connection pixels; and

connecting the first image and the second image with the

connection pixels being a boundary between the first
image and second image to generate the taken image
including the image part of the subject.

5. A non-transitory computer-readable medium containing
a computer program product for connecting a plurality of
images that when executed by a processor causes an informa-
tion processing apparatus to execute

obtaining information of a first image and information of a

second image that each have a plurality of pixels
arranged in two axis directions perpendicular to each
other and are connected to each other in a first direction
out of the two axis directions, the first image and the
second image each having an overlapped region where
the first image and the second image are overlapped with
each other and constituting a taken image including an
image part of a subject by being connected with each
other with the overlapped region as a reference, and

determining pixels other than the image part of the subject

based on information of a plurality of pixels that belong
to the overlapped region of the first image where the first
image is overlapped with the second image, the infor-
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mation of the plurality of pixels being included in the
obtained information of the first image, a pixel row
having a luminance variance value smaller than a pre-
determined value being determined as the pixels other
than the image part of the subject, and selecting, out of 5
the pixels determined other than the image part of the
subject, connection pixels corresponding to a position
where the first image and the second image are con-
nected in the overlapped region, wherein the determin-
ing the pixels other than the image part of the subject is 10
based on a luminance variance value of a luminance
signal row for each of pixel rows that are arranged in a
second direction different from the first direction out of
the two axis directions to select the pixel row having a
smallest luminance variance value as the connection 15
pixel; and

connecting the first image and the second image with the
connection pixels being a boundary between the first
image and second image to generate the taken image
including the image part of the subject. 20
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